
FORCED FROM HOME
Doctors Without Borders 
Presents

Forced From Home is a free, traveling exhibition that gives visitors a deeper understanding  
of the challenges facing people forced to flee for their safety.  

AN INTERACTIVE EXHIBITION ABOUT THE REALITIES OF THE GLOBAL REFUGEE CRISIS
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About Forced From Home
Presented by Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF), Forced From Home is a free,
interactive exhibition designed to enhance visitors’ understanding of the global refugee crisis. With an
experienced MSF aid worker as their guide, visitors navigate a 10,000-square-foot, outdoor
installation designed to convey some of the challenges faced by the more than 68.5 million displaced
people worldwide.

exhibition OVERVIEW>>>

Forced From Home features images and materials gathered from refugee camps, sea rescue missions, and 
emergency medical projects. Visitors have the unique opportunity to hear firsthand from MSF aid workers 
about their experiences delivering emergency aid. Throughout the tour, visitors consider the impossible 
decisions made daily by refugees, internally displaced people, and asylum seekers.

2018 TOUR DATES

Minneapolis, MN           The Commons, 425 Portland Ave S September 9-16

Chicago, IL           Richard J Daley Center, 50 W Washington St September 23-30

Charlotte, NC           NASCAR Hall of Fame, 400 E MLK Jr Blvd October 7-14

Atlanta, GA           West Park Plaza, Andrew Young International Blvd NW October 21-28

San Antonio, TX           Western Lot, 326 Main Plaza November 4–11
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VIRTUAL REALITY>>>
   

New York 2016 © Elias Williams

This immersive experience includes virtual reality and 360° videos produced by MSF. Upon arrival, visitors 
enter a geodesic dome where they are surrounded by video footage of displaced people struggling to find 
safety in refugee camps and settlements. At the conclusion of the tour, participants can use virtual reality 
headsets to experience short VR documentaries following the lives of some of those displaced individuals 
forced to leave home from Afghanistan, Burundi, Honduras, Palestine, Myanmar, South Sudan, and Syria.
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Shelter
How displaced people find shelter and the difficulties they face in 
refugee camps, informal settlements, sites along the migration  
route, and at their destinations

Exhibition themes>>>

Push factors
The issues that cause people to flee their homes, such 
as conflict, persecution, and natural disasters

On the move
How people navigate their journeys and cope with their  
vulnerabilities to exploitation, disease, and other challenges

Legal status
The rights of displaced people as they flee their homes and the 
obligations of the international community to assist them

Basic needs
How people find and cook food, obtain clean water, maintain basic 
hygiene, and access technology

Health care
What are the medical needs of refugees and the challenges  
faced by humanitarian agencies in providing care

Guided by MSF aid workers, visitors navigate a variety of interactive, hands-on experiences in which they 
consider the conditions faced by the world’s more than 68.5 million displaced people. Visitors also learn 
about the medical humanitarian assistance provided to refugees and displaced people by MSF. 
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A GLOBAL DISPLACEMENT EMERGENCY

68.5 
million
people have left 
their homes due 
to conflict, violence, 
persecution, and 
human rights 
violations, the 
highest number 
since World War II.

16.2 
million
people were 
newly displaced 
in 2017.

40 million
are displaced within their own country

2.9 million
were newly displaced refugees

5 million
were able to return 
in 2017

25.4 million
are refugees

3.1 million
are seeking asylum

About
52%
of the refugee 
population 
consisted of 
children 
under 18 years 
of age in 2017.

85%
of refugees are hosted in developing regions. 

The top six refugee-hosting countries are Turkey, 
Pakistan, Lebanon, Iran, Uganda, and Ethiopia.

44,400
people were displaced 
from their homes per 
day in 2017

57%
of all refugees worldwide in 2017 
came from just three countries:

2.4
million

2.6
million

6.3
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SYRIA
6.3M AFGHANISTAN

2.6M

BANGLADESH
932,200

TURKEY
3.5M

GERMANY
970,400

PAKISTAN
1.4M

LEBANON
998,900 IRAN

979,400

ETHIOPIA
889,400

UGANDA
1.4M

BURUNDI
439,000

JORDAN
691,000

620,800
DEMOCRATIC

REPUBLIC 
OF CONGO

ERITREA
486,200

SUDAN
906,600

694,600

SOUTH 
SUDAN

2.4M

SOMALIA
986,400

CENTRAL 
AFRICAN REPUBLIC

545,900

DEFINITIONS

COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN

COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN 
AND ARRIVAL

COUNTRIES OF ARRIVAL

   1. TURKEY
  2. PAKISTAN
   3. UGANDA
  4. LEBANON
  5. IRAN
  6. GERMANY
  7. BANGLADESH
   8. SUDAN
  9. ETHIOPIA
10. JORDAN

   1. SYRIA
  2. AFGHANISTAN
   3. SOUTH SUDAN
  4. MYANMAR
  5. SOMALIA
   6. SUDAN

 
8.

 
CENTRAL AFRICAN 
REPUBLIC  

7. DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
     OF CONGO

  9. ERITREA
10. BURUNDI

Source: UNHCR

MYANMAR
1.2M

WHERE REFUGEES COME FROM AND WHERE ARE THEY GOING

TOP 10 
COUNTRIES 
OF ORIGIN

TOP 10 
COUNTRIES 
OF ARRIVAL

UNHCR: The United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is 
a UN agency mandated to protect and 
support refugees at the request of a 
government or the UN itself. It assists 
in their voluntary repatriation, local 
integration, or resettlement to a third 
country.

1951 Refugee Convention: The 
1951 Geneva Convention, the main 
international instrument of refugee 
law, spells out who is a refugee and the 
legal protections assistance, and rights 
he or she should be afforded from the 
countries that signed the document. 
The Convention initially focused on 
European refugees in the aftermath 
of World War II, but later addendums 
expanded its scope globally. 

Refugee: A person who has crossed a 
national border to another country 
to escape conflict or persecution due 
to their race, religion, nationality, 
or member ship of a particular social 
group and “is unable or unwilling to 
return to their country of origin owing 
to a well-founded fear” of further 
persecution or harm.
Legal Status/Rights: Signatories to the 
Geneva Conventions are obligated to take in 
refugees who arrive at their borders. They 
should not be expelled or sent back to their 
country of origin.

Internally Displaced Person [IDP]: 
A person who has been forced to
flee under similar circumstances 
as a refugee, but remains in their 
own country.
Legal Status/Rights: IDPs are not eligible 
for protection under international refugee 
law nor eligible to receive many types of aid 
since they still remain within the jurisdiction 
of their own national government.

Migrant: A contested term often used 
to refer to people who have left their 
country of origin seeking economic or 
social opportunities.
Legal Status/Rights: People designated as 
economic migrants are not eligible for 
protection under international refugee law, 
as their journeys are considered voluntary 
and not due to a direct threat of persecution 
or death. Countries deal with migrants under 
the terms of their own immigration laws
 and processes.

Asylum Seeker: A refugee who seeks 
longer-term legal harbor in another 
country, applying sanctuary (asylum) in 
hopes that the country will grant it.
Legal Status/Rights: It depends to a degree 
on the country in which one applies, but 
countries are obligated to review asylum 
applications in due time–although “due time” 
is a very subjective measurement, and 
asylum seekers are often held in detention 
until their applications are reviewed.

© Melanie Doherty
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WHY ARE YOU FOCUSING ON DISPLACEMENT? 
A record number of 68.5 million people are now forcibly displaced, and their lives are further
endangered when governments fail to provide protection and assistance. While delivering
emergency medical care worldwide, MSF sees first-hand the horrific conditions that drive people
to risk their lives for the chance of a safer future. MSF provides displaced people with urgently
needed medical assistance, from primary health care to psychological aid. Among other
services, MSF sets up hospitals in refugee camps, helps women give birth safely, vaccinates
children to prevent epidemics, and provides access to safe drinking water. 

WHY AN EVENT LIKE THIS?
This exhibition is a key component of MSF’s core principles of bearing witness and speaking out
against abuses and neglect. MSF is committed to speaking out on behalf of its patients, telling the
human stories behind the headlines and numbing statistics.t

Does Forced From Home address immigration in the U.S.?
Forced From Home aims to provide visitors with diverse perspectives from the global refugee
crisis, including the experiences of Central American migrants in Mexico, many of whom seek
safety and asylum in the U.S. MSF works in El Salvador and Honduras, and has been providing
medical and mental health care along Mexico’s migratory routes since 2012. MSF treats
patients who have survived physical and mental trauma akin to what our organization usually
sees in war zones. Forced From Home’s 360-degree video dome and virtual reality
documentaries depict some of their stories.

Frequently Asked Questions>>>

New York 2016 © Elias Williams
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Frequently Asked Questions>>>
As an organization, MSF has condemned new U.S. immigration policies which criminalize
asylum seekers and deny safety to people fleeing extreme conflict and violence.

What is MSF calling for?
MSF calls on the U.S. to uphold protections for neglected and at-risk people, such as those
fleeing domestic abuse and gang violence, while ensuring humane treatment for those who
arrive at its borders.

MSF is also calling for greater international efforts to protect the millions of people fleeing for
their lives.

All people have the right to seek asylum, and to be treated with dignity and respect. Seeking
safety is not a crime.

DOES THE EXHIBITION DISCUSS HOMELESSNESS IN THE U.S.?
Forced From Home focuses specifically on refugees and displaced people on a global scale. As an
international medical humanitarian aid organization, MSF primary works outside of the U.S.

IS THIS A FUNDRAISER FOR MSF?
Forced From Home is first and foremost a public education program to raise awareness about the 
experience of the world’s more than 68.5 million refugees and internally displaced people. While the 
exhibition is not a fundraising event, visitors are given the opportunity to leave a donation if they choose to.
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FORCED FROM HOME EXHIBIT MAP

1. 360-DEGREE VIDEO DOME
Get a 360-degree view of some of the places where displaced 
people are trying to survive–and where MSF is providing assistance.

2. PUSH FACTORS
From armed conflict to persecution to privation, learn about the 
circumstances that force people to make the wrenching decision to 
leave their homes.

3. ON THE MOVE
From Kabul to Berlin, or Tegucigalpa to Kansas City, the journey is 
long and fraught with danger. Learn more about the challenges 
refugees face.

4. LEGAL STATUS
Learn more about the complex legal and political barriers refugees 
and asylum seekers face even after they arrive in destination 
countries.

5. BASIC NEEDS
Food, clothing, safe water, medicines–where do displaced people 
find these necessities? Learn how MSF meets these needs and 
about the gaps that must still be filled.

ELEMENTS OF FORCED FROM HOME
6. MEDICAL NEEDS
What kind of medical risks do displaced people face? Learn about 
the aid MSF provides to displaced people around the world and the 
unique challenges involved with providing care to people on the 
move.

7. DESTINATIONS
For refugees, IDPs, migrants, and asylum-seekers, the journey is 
never easy. Learn what happens when displaced people reach their 
destinations, how they adapt to their new surroundings, and what 
you can do to help.

8. VIRTUAL REALITY EXPERIENCE
Using virtual reality headsets, experience one of six immersive 
documentaries that will introduce you to a Honduran family that has 
just fled to Mexico, a Rohingya family in Bangladesh after fleeing 
Myanmar’s military, a Syrian refugee in Iraq’s Domiz Camp, 
Palestinian and Syrian refugees in Lebanon’s Shatila camp, an 
internally displaced South Sudanese family at Bentiu camp, and a 
21-year-old Burundian refugee in Tanzania. 

9. TAKE ACTION: LEARN HOW YOU CAN HELP
Learn about MSF’s humanitarian aid initiatives, and get involved.

360ºDEGREE 
VIDEO DOME

PUSH FACTORS

ON THE MOVE
LEGAL STATUS

BASIC NEEDS

MEDICAL 
NEEDS

DESTINATIONS

VIRTUAL 
REALITY 
EXPERIENCETAKE ACTION: 

LEARN HOW 
YOU CAN HELP
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CONTACT INFORMATION>>>
For media inquiries, please contact Courtney Ridgway at Courtney.Ridgway@newyork.msf.org or +1-646-369-4881.
Learn more at forcedfromhome.com and follow @ForcedFromHome on Twitter or Instagram for tour updates. 

ABOUT DOCTORS WITHOUT BORDERS >>>
Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) is an international, independent, medical  
humanitarian organization that delivers emergency aid to people affected by armed conflict, epidemics, 
natural disasters, and exclusion from health care. MSF offers assistance to people based on need,  
irrespective of race, religion, gender, or political affiliation. MSF observes neutrality and impartiality in  
the name of universal medical ethics and the right to humanitarian assistance.

MSF recruits medical, administrative, and logistical support personnel to provide medical care to people 
in crisis all over the world. Each year, MSF field staff provide lifesaving medical assistance to people who 
would otherwise be denied access to even the most basic health care. In 2017, MSF had medical projects in 
over 72 countries.
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