
FORCED FROM HOME
Doctors Without Borders 
Presents

A unique field trip opportunity for students grades 7–12 
Forced From Home is a free, traveling exhibition that gives visitors a deeper 
understanding of the challenges facing people forced to flee for their safety. 



SHELTER
How displaced people find shelter and the difficulties they face in
refugee camps, informal settlements, sites along the migration 
route, and at their destinations

Exhibition themes>>>

Push factors
The issues that cause people to flee their homes, such
as conflict, persecution, and natural disasters

On the move
How people navigate their journeys and cope with their
vulnerabilities to exploitation, disease, and other challenges

Legal status
The rights of displaced people as they flee their homes and the
obligations of the international community to assist them

Basic needs
How people find and cook food, obtain clean water, 
maintain basic hygiene, and access technology

Health care
What are the medical needs of refugees and the challenges 
faced by humanitarian agencies in providing care

Guided by MSF aid workers, visitors navigate through a variety of interactive, hands-on experiences in 
which they consider the conditions faced by the world’s more than 65 million displaced people. Visitors 
also learn about the medical humanitarian assistance provided to refugees and displaced people by MSF. 
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Hearing stories directly from Doctors Without Borders aid workers

Roughly 1,200 people per day will be able to experience this unique opportunity to spend time with 
experienced Doctors Without Borders aid workers as they share their stories.

At the end of the tour, students participate in a dedicated Q&A session with their aid worker guide, 
during which they can ask questions about what they learned in the exhibition, what life is like in the 
field, the pathway to joining Doctors Without Borders, and more.

Tours for school groups are limited. To ensure your students have access to this timely and topical 
exhibition please notify us of your interest as soon as possible. Detailed instructions on page 4.

Bringing the refugee story to life

The exhibition features an immersive 360° video experience inside a 30-foot diameter dome that transports 
students to Tanzania, Lebanon, South Sudan, Iraq, and Greece as they are introduced to the contexts and 
the populations discussed throughout the exhibition.

Students will interact with items used by refugees and aid workers to get a sense of what displaced people 
need to survive. For example, students will choose what personal items they would take if they were forced 
to flee, explore refugee shelters, and discover some of the tools that humanitarian agencies utilize.

exhibition features>>>

HANDS-ON 
EXPERIENCES 
>>>
A school group from  
2016 and their chosen 
item cards.
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School groups can be accommodated on weekdays from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for the following locations 
and dates:

Courthouse Plaza/Pearl Street September 5 - 8
Library Plaza September 18 - 22
South Lake Union Discovery Center October 2 - 6
Pioneer Courthouse Square October 16 - 20
Lake Merritt Amphitheater October 30 - November 3

BOULDER, CO
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 
SEATTLE, WA
PORTLAND, OR
OAKLAND,  CA
SANTA MONICA, CA Santa Monica Pier November 13 - 17

SCHOOL TOUR DATES>>>

Timing & Logistics
Tours begin at 9:00 a.m., run for approximately one hour, and can be scheduled every 15 
minutes. Groups should be no more than 15 students and have a minimum of three 
chaperons per group. Larger schools must be pre-grouped into smaller groups of 18.

The exhibition is centrally located in each tour city. We will work with you to locate the 
nearest bus drop-off/pick-up locations. Using public transportation is encouraged.

The exhibition is outdoors and will operate in all weather. The site will only close in the 
event of dangerous conditions and your group will be notified if such cases arise.

Register for a Tour
Pre-registration is mandatory for school groups. To arrange a guided tour for your 
school group, please email schools@newyork.msf.org to register. A member of our 
education team will contact you to arrange your visit.

Tour slots are limited. Register early to guarantee entry for your school group.

Teacher Resources
An Education Resource Toolkit will be provided to school groups attending the 
exhibition. It includes: background reading materials, worksheets, supplementary 
activities, information about what to expect on the day of attendance, reflection 
materials, and activities to help students process the themes explored in the exhibition 
after their visit. If you are unable to attend, but would like more classroom resources, 
please contact schools@newyork.msf.org or download the toolkit from our website.

Additional Information
Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact our education team at 
schools@newyork.msf.org.

Please visit www.forcedfromhome.com for more information about the exhibition.
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What is Doctors Without Borders?
Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) is an international, independent, medical 
humanitarian organization that delivers emergency aid to people affected by armed conflict, epidemics, 
natural disasters, and exclusion from health care. MSF offers assistance to people based on need, 
irrespective of race, religion, gender, or political affiliation.

Is this a fundraiser for Doctors Without Borders?
No, Forced From Home is a free exhibition and public education campaign to raise awareness about the 
challenges facing more than 65 million refugees and displaced people. Visitors may choose to make a 
voluntary donation to support our work, however MSF is not actively seeking contributions at the exhibition. 

Why is the exhibition only suitable for grades 7–12?
The content explored and the issues discussed in the exhibition are most suitable for this age group. 
Should students in grade six or below wish to attend, we recommend they attend with a parent during 
regular tour hours.

Is there any graphic material on display within the exhibition?
No, there is no graphic material on display. While photos of our patients, staff, and the contexts in which we 
work will be featured, this content is appropriate for all ages and does not include depictions of violence, 
gore, or death.

What health issues are highlighted in the exhibition?
The exhibition will primarily focus on the experience of the world’s more than 65 million refugees 
and displaced people. It will include health issues that afflict vulnerable populations, including upper 
respiratory tract infections, skin infections, cholera, maternal health, and chronic and neglected diseases 
such as tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS. The exhibition will also briefly touch on how Doctors Without Borders is 
tackling other medical challenges like diabetes, hypertension, and mental health.

What human rights/political issues are highlighted in the exhibition?
In addition to the basic human right to access to medical care, the exhibition also explores the factors that 
are causing people to flee their homes, the legal status(es) they have along their journeys, and their access 
to basic needs such as food, shelter, and clean, safe water. International agreements governing the 
responsibilities of various government and nongovernment entities will also be addressed.

DOES THIS EXHIBITION COMMENT ON THE IMMIGRATION SITUATION IN THE
UNITED STATES?
Forced From Home highlights the need for the US and other countries to do much more to protect people
who are fleeing for their lives. The exhibition shows the direct harm caused when governments such as
the US close their borders, return people to places where they face death or persecution, or leave them
trapped in war zones and other situations of extreme danger. The global migration crisis can only be
solved by coordinated international action. The exhibition does feature stories about the migration crisis
in Mexico and Central America, where US policy has a major impact.

Frequently Asked Questions>>>
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Does the exhibition discuss homelessness in the United States?
No, this exhibition focuses on refugees and displaced people in some of the countries most directly 
affected by the migration crisis. As an international medical humanitarian aid organization, Doctors 
Without Borders primarily works overseas. 

Is it mandatory to participate in the interactive parts of the exhibition?
No, all interactive elements are optional and visitors are not required to participate if they do not wish to.

Can my school group visit the exhibition without a tour guide (self-guided)?
Unfortunately, no. Being guided by a Doctors Without Borders aid worker through the exhibition is an 
integral part of the experience. Students will hear first hand stories and will be able to ask questions. Self-
guided tours are not available.

What is the cost of attendance?
The exhibition is completely free to attend. Schools must register in advance to guarantee entry time slot.

Does the exhibition run in all weather?
Yes, the exhibition is outdoors, and will operate in all weather. The site will only close in the case of 
dangerous conditions. Our education team will notify you to reschedule or cancel tours should such 
weather conditions be forecast.

What provisions do you have to accommodate people with disabilities?
The exhibition has a variety of provisions to ensure it is accessible to everyone, including people with 
disabilities. The event site is wheelchair accessible, and school tours for groups with specific needs can 
generally be accommodated if arranged in advance.

Is there any exposure to food allergy risks?
No food or consumable products are served as part of the tour.

Are food and water available at the exhibition?
Drinking water is available on site free of charge. However, students are encouraged to bring their own 
water bottles. There is no food or drink for sale within the exhibition.

Are there toilets available AT OR NEAR THE EXHIBITION?
Yes, toilets will only be provided at the exhibition in instances where there are no nearby public toilets.

Frequently Asked Questions>>>
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Additional Information
Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact our education team at 
schools@newyork.msf.org.

Please visit www.forcedfromhome.com for more information about the exhibition.
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